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Training of Trainers on Urban Risk Reduction and Making Cities Resilient for Gambia 
 

8-10 January 2019 
Banjul, Gambia 

 
“…sustainable and inclusive development is in itself a major factor of prevention … prevention of 

natural disasters and other aspects in which the resilience of societies is so important today.”1 

- UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
 

 
 

Cities are hubs for ideas, commerce, culture, science, productivity, social development and much 
more. At their best, cities have enabled people to advance socially and economically. Yet now that 
half of the world’s population live in cities, making sustainable and resilient cities - amidst a changing 
climate, rapidly depleting resources, and unplanned urbanization - is one of our greatest challenges 
and opportunities.  
 
The engagement of cities and local authorities has been at the forefront of discussion in many of the 
global forums including the Third UN World Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) in 
March 2015 when 187 UN member states adopted the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 – the global blueprint for disaster risk reduction (DRR). Cities are key to 
tackling local risks and it is highly encouraged for cities to build resilience through sustainable and 
inclusive development – development that addresses the root causes of existing risks and prevents 
the creation of new ones.   
 
Through the Making Cities Resilient (MCR) Campaign, launched in 2010 with an aim to increase 
political engagement and raise awareness on disaster risk reduction at the local level, the United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) has been supporting the local governments in 
reducing risk, addressing sustainable development challenges, and to achieve target ‘e’ of the Sendai 
Framework and indicator 11b of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), i.e. the development of 
DRR strategies and action plan. 
 
In Gambia, the National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) is the Gambia Government’s 
authorising agency responsible for disaster risk reduction, including coordination and 
implementation of all preparatory measures against hazards and disasters and coordination of 
humanitarian interventions. The agency is rebranding itself by focusing on resilience building and 
disaster preparation than emergency response due to several reasons, including but not limited to 
the country’s vulnerability to climate change and extreme weather events, underdevelopment and 
social inequality. These challenges have increased the vulnerability of many people to environmental 
challenges by living in urban slum communities, violation of building codes and construction on 
water ways, poor agricultural yields due to salt water intrusion, coastal flooding and psychological 
fear as a result of potential sea level rise, especially in the City of Banjul. 

                                                 
1UN Secretary-General António Guterres' remarks at the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, UN Headquarters, 17 July 2017 
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Building the resilience of the cities, especially at the grassroots level, depends on the country’s 
ability to mobilizing socio-economic as well as political support from local authorities and 
community leaders. Instilling this culture of collaboration for sustainable resilience building require a 
series of capacity building exercises, targeting policy leaders from the government (sectors and 
departments), local government authorities such as Mayors, Governors and council officers, national 
and local NGOS, the media, youth and women leaders. 
 
Recognizing this need, the NDMA is partnering with UNISDR to conduct a residential training on 
“Urban Risk Reduction and Making Cities Resilient for Gambia” from 8-10 January 2019. 
 
Overall, the training course will provide an opportunity for participants to:  

• Understand the implications coherence of the Sendai Framework, Paris Agreement and the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and integration of disaster risk reduction in 
development processes and investments: from the global frameworks to local 
implementation 

• Understand the Making Cities Resilient Campaign, the New Ten Essentials for Making Cities 
Resilient, and Disaster Resilient Scorecard for Cities (self-assessment tool) 

• Conduct a self-assessment exercise using Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities and develop 
the draft baseline snapshot on local resilience building 

• Explore cases on the integration of disaster risk reduction into urban and sectoral 
development policy, investment, and implementation 

• Understand the methodology, practice developing disaster risk reduction plan, and apply the 
monitoring and evaluation framework in the planning process 

• Exchange in-depth learning from experts in the related areas and share good practices 
among participants and discuss in-country challenges and opportunities in building resilience  

 
It is expected that the trained cadres be able to replicate the training and further enhance the 
capacities of local governments in Gambia on disaster risk reduction action planning and support 
local governments in making cities resilient and sustainable in the future. 
 
Targeted Participants: 
45participants as recommended by NDMA. 
 
Language: English 
 
Venue: Venue: Senegambia Beach Hotel, Kololi, Banjul, The Gambia 
 
Organizers: 

- National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 
- United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), Global Education and Training 

Institute (GETI) and Regional Office for Africa (ROAF) 
 
Facilitators: 

- Mutarika Pruksapong, Programme Officer, UNISDR-GETI 
- Celestine Collins, Assistant City Manager, City of Kisumu, Kenya 

 
Remarks: 
* Please advise participants to bring laptop computers for group work 
** Please read “Reference Note on required data/information: Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities 
(Preliminary & Detailed Assessments)” prior to joining the workshop 
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Provisional Agenda 
 

Day 1:  Tuesday, 8 January 2019 

09:00 – 09:15 Arrival and Registration 

09:15 – 09:45 

 

Opening Session 
• Welcome Remarks: Mr. Sanna Dahaba, Executive Director - NDMA 
• Introductory Remarks: Dr. Mutarika Pruksapong, UNISDR 
• Remarks: Ms. Seraphine Wakana, United Nations Resident Coordinator, Gambia 

Office 
• Official Opening Remark: Madam Saffie Sankareh, Permanent Secretary - Office 

of the Vice President 

09:45 – 10:00 Coffee/Tea Break and group photo 

10:00– 11:00 1. Introduction to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction: Reducing Risk for 
Sustainable Development  

Presentation:  
• Trends and barriers in urban risk reduction and making cities resilient 
• Local aspects of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 in 

coherence with other global frameworks including the Sustainable Development 
Goals 

11:00 – 12:00 Special Session: Disaster Risk Reduction Implementation in Gambia  

By Mr. Serign Modou Joof, Deputy Executive Director, NDMA 
Mr. Kawsu Barrow, M&E Officer, NDMA 

Presentation:  
• Risk and Hazard Profile 
• Disaster risk governance in Gambia: DRR vision including strategies, plans, legal 

framework, organizational structure 
• Implementation status both at the national and local level 

12:00 – 13:00 2. Introduction to the Making Cities Resilient Campaign and Tools 

Presentation: 
• Making Cities Resilient Campaign, the new Ten Essentials  
• Introduction to the Disaster Resilient Scorecard for Cities and its application 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch& Prayer Time 

14:30 – 16:00 3. Applying the Assessment and Diagnosis Tool: Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities 

Working Group Discussion (5 groups): Using the Preliminary Level of Disaster Resilient 
Scorecard for Cities (Essential 1-5)  
 

16:00 – 16:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

16:15 – 17:25 3. Applying the Assessment and Diagnosis Tool: Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities 
(cont.) 

Working Group Discussion (5 groups): Using the Preliminary Level of Disaster Resilient 
Scorecard for Cities (Essential 1-5)  
Group presentation: Results of the Scorecard Assessment (Essential 1-5) 

17:25 – 17:30 Wrap Up Day 1 
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Day 2:  Wednesday, 9 January 2019 

9:00 – 11:00 

 

3. Applying the Assessment and Diagnosis Tool: Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities 
(cont.) 

Working Group Discussion: Using the Disaster Resilient Scorecard for Cities (Essential 6-10)  
 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee/Tea Break  

11:15 – 11:45 3. Applying the Assessment and Diagnosis Tool: Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities 
(cont.) 

Group presentation: Results of the Scorecard Assessment (Essential 6-10) 
Gap analysis and prioritization of work areas 
 

11:45 – 12:15 Special Session: Experience Sharing from Kisumu, Kenya 

By Ms. Celestine Collins, Assistant City Manager, City of Kisumu 
 

12:15 – 13:00 

 

4. Developing and Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan  

Presentation:  

• Developing Local Disaster Resilience and Risk Reduction Action Plans 
 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch & Prayer Time 

14:30 – 16:00 

 

4. Developing and Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan (cont.) 

Presentation & group sharing of experience:  
• Mainstreaming DRR into sectoral programmes for socio-economic development 

with case examples on governance, finance & climate change adaptation 
 

Group Exercise: Developing a draft DRR action plan 

16:00 – 16:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

16:15 – 17:25 

 

4. Developing and Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan (cont.) 

Group Exercise: Developing a draft DRR action plan 

17:25 – 17:30 Wrap up on Day 2 
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Day 3:  Thursday, 10 January 2019 

9:00 – 11:00 

 

4. Developing and Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan (Cont.) 

Presentation & group sharing of experience:  

• Mainstreaming DRR into sectoral programmes for socio-economic development 
with case examples on housing and land-use planning, environment, health, 
infrastructure and livelihoods 

 

Group Exercise: Developing a draft DRR action plan (cont.) 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee/Tea Break  

11:15 – 13:00 

 

4. Developing and Implementing Disaster Risk Reduction Action Plan (Cont.) 

Group Exercise: Developing a draft DRR action plan (cont.) 

Group Presentation & Discussion 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch& Prayer Time 

14:30 – 16:00 5. Monitoring and Evaluation of Local DRR Plans 

Presentation: Monitoring and evaluation  
Group Exercise: Working group on monitoring of local DRR plan  
 

16:00 – 16:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

16:15 – 17:00 5. Monitoring and Evaluation of Local DRR Plans (Cont.) 

Group Presentation & Discussion 

17:00 – 17:30 6. Wrap Up, Next Steps& Closing 

• Reflection on the training by participants 
• Discussion on the strategy with a list of next steps needed to mobilize and support 

cities in Gambia in assessing disaster risks, conducting self-assessment on disaster 
risk reduction progress, developing DRR strategies/action plan and ensuring 
endorsement and effective implementation (NDMA) 

• TrainingEvaluation 
• Closing  
 

 


